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WEBVTT 
 

1 
00:00:00.895 --> 00:00:13.974 Andrew Reese: 
Already feels to me like we're well into this New Year. A lot has been happening already in 
this year and I'll just give a very brief update in terms of, it's seemed 
 
2 
00:00:13.974 --> 00:00:20.094 
there was some confusion by some folks about the Mayor had 
 
3 
00:00:20.429 --> 00:00:24.420 
issued a 
 
4 
00:00:24.420 --> 00:00:39.299 
now I'm wanting to say quarantine, but everyone needed to be home by 6:00 PM on 
Wednesday evening that ended by 6:00 AM Thursday morning. There was  
 
5 
00:00:39.299 --> 00:00:54.234 
a public emergency issue that lasts for two weeks, but that's more to give the government 
flexibility for any steps that need to be taken in the next two weeks. For the rest of us, who 
just who live in the District you should pay attention to the news. 
 
6 
00:00:54.234 --> 00:00:59.215 
If you're like me, you got that beeping on your phone when we were told that 
 
7 
00:01:00.719 --> 00:01:07.530 
we had to be in by 6:00 that evening so, if there are any updates of that nature, you'll get 
them separately. 
 
8 
00:01:07.530 --> 00:01:16.680 
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I will go ahead and start with the data and then I want to give people an update about where 
things stand in terms of 
 
9 
00:01:16.680 --> 00:01:21.239 
vaccinations, because there has been some movement on that. 
 
 
10 
00:01:33.390 --> 00:01:47.340 
Okay, so first up, total people diagnosed to date with COVID-19 is 347. One 
 
11 
00:01:47.340 --> 00:02:02.215 
thing to note of concern is that we've actually had 349 new diagnoses, because we now have 
had two people who both of whom had tested positive in April, one 
 
12 
00:02:02.215 --> 00:02:03.325 
of them then 
 
13 
00:02:03.715 --> 00:02:05.814 
and both of whom subsequently tested negative 
 
14 
00:02:09.444 --> 00:02:17.604 
and one of them tested positive again in December and the other one has tested positive 
again in January. 
 
15 
00:02:18.655 --> 00:02:28.375 
And so, what this points to is how essential it is that we all continue to be vigilant even if 
someone has had COVID, 
 
16 
00:02:29.520 --> 00:02:43.169 
we do now know clearly you can get it again. DC Health is tracking those cases where 
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17 
00:02:44.335 --> 00:02:58.914 
someone has a second diagnosis and so we're providing that information to them. But as I 
say so far, we have had these two where we did have a negative test result and then a few 
months later of subsequent positive. 
 
18 
00:02:58.914 --> 00:02:59.365 
So, 
 
19 
00:02:59.574 --> 00:03:00.324 
what it points to 
 
 
20 
00:03:00.324 --> 00:03:05.814 
as I say is just the importance of our vigilance about any time  
 
21 
00:03:05.875 --> 00:03:06.775 
you're with anyone 
 
22 
00:03:06.775 --> 00:03:18.085 
but your household members to be wearing a mask, to be maintaining a safe physical 
distance from folks, to be washing our hands regularly for at least 20 seconds with soap and 
water 
  
23 
00:03:19.409 --> 00:03:26.759 
and to just keep repeating those things to people.  So, in terms of numbers 
 
24 
00:03:26.759 --> 00:03:33.629 
the kinds of placements, so we have had six people test positive who live in a Host Home, 
 
25 
00:03:33.629 --> 00:03:39.030 
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103 who live in an Intermediate Care Facility, 
 
26 
00:03:39.030 --> 00:03:43.500 
one person who is in a Mental Health Facility, 
 
27 
00:03:43.500 --> 00:03:48.900 
36 people who are in their Natural Homes, 
 
28 
00:03:48.900 --> 00:03:52.139 
two people in a Nursing Home, 
 
29 
00:03:52.139 --> 00:03:57.750 
four people who are in Out-of-State placements that are funded by 
 
30 
00:03:57.750 --> 00:04:07.080 
DDA, 33 people in Residential Habilitation and 162 people 
 
31 
00:04:07.080 --> 00:04:10.830 
in Supported Living. 
 
32 
00:04:12.120 --> 00:04:23.100 
So, for the sort of the primary kinds of placement that we have, or we've had more significant 
numbers in Intermediate Care Facilities. 
 
33 
00:04:25.615 --> 00:04:32.785 
When I look at the total number of people who were there in the year, which is more than we 
currently have there because we have lost some of those people, 
 
34 
00:04:32.785 --> 00:04:44.964 
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but in terms of percentage of the total for the past year, we've had 103 tested positive out of a 
total of 299, which means that in Intermediate Care Facilities 34.4% of the people have 
tested positive. 
 
35 
00:04:51.473 --> 00:04:53.663 
Of those who have tested positive, 
 
36 
00:04:54.084 --> 00:05:07.163 
we have had 19 who have subsequently died and 12 of those have been confirmed as 
COVID deaths and so of the confirmed COVID deaths, 
 
37 
00:05:07.463 --> 00:05:12.084 
there's been a death rate of 11.65% for people in Intermediate Care Facilities. 
 
38 
00:05:14.843 --> 00:05:28.103 
In Natural Homes, we continue to have a fairly low number especially as compared to there's 
over 900 people who we support who live in their Natural Homes and only 36 who tested 
positive. 
 
39 
00:05:28.103 --> 00:05:31.704 
We do get results from the city of anyone 
 
40 
00:05:34.584 --> 00:05:44.153 
who is at home gets Medicaid so, you know, these numbers do seem to fairly accurately 
represent the percentages of folks who are in their Natural Home. 
 
41 
00:05:44.454 --> 00:05:51.653 
So, it's a pretty low percentage of people who have tested positive 3.86% of those who we've 
lost to date there's been five 
 
42 
00:05:53.519 --> 00:05:56.848 
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and so, the percentage in terms of 
 
43 
00:05:56.848 --> 00:06:07.348 
the death rate for people in Natural Homes who've gotten COVID it is the highest of all of 
those that we have at 13.88%. 
 
44 
00:06:07.348 --> 00:06:12.088 
In Residential Habilitation,  
 
45 
00:06:12.684 --> 00:06:25.644 
the number to date, as I said before is 33 out of over the last year 110 people in that kind of 
placement and so, 30% of the people in Residential Habilitation has tested positive and of 
those confirmed COVID deaths 
 
46 
00:06:25.673 --> 00:06:31.853 
we've had two and that's of 6% death rate for those folks. 
 
47 
00:06:34.499 --> 00:06:41.639 
In Supported Living to date, 162 people tested positive which out of the total 
 
48 
00:06:41.639 --> 00:06:53.603 
population, which is a bit over 900 gives us a COVID infection rate of 17.38% and with 
confirmed COVID death of 12 people in Supported Living that's 7.4% 
 
49 
00:06:53.603 --> 00:07:05.634 
and then overall amongst people supported by DDA, what we've seen is a 14.4% infection 
rate with COVID which is 347 total infections out of about 2400 people 
 
50 
00:07:14.579 --> 00:07:25.559 
and of those 347, we have 33 confirmed COVID deaths which works out to 9.51%. 
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51 
00:07:27.713 --> 00:07:40.103 
In terms of diagnosis by month, what you can see is that in, since we haven't met in a while in 
the month of December, fortunately, we had no infections in Intermediate Care Facilities 
 
52 
00:07:41.759 --> 00:07:56.579 
which was quite an improvement from the prior month, two in a Residential Habilitation had 
32 and Supported Living, which was where we saw our biggest growth in the month and six 
in Natural Homes,  
53 
00:07:56.579 --> 00:08:07.949 
which is also a bump up as you can see for prior months. The only month that have that 
many people in Natural Homes was back in May 
 
54 
00:08:07.949 --> 00:08:22.949 
and we have not seen this number of people in Supported Living since April who've tested 
positive. And now, in January, it's very early in the month when this says six and we actually 
have had seven to date. 
 
55 
00:08:22.949 --> 00:08:28.379 
Um, when I was doing my data, I accidentally had someone in 
 
56 
00:08:28.379 --> 00:08:33.869 
2020, so I'll need to correct that by one, but there is 
 
57 
00:08:33.869 --> 00:08:38.458 
there have been six to date, primarily in Supported Living. 
 
58 
00:08:38.458 --> 00:08:50.099 
We have seen the increase in the number of people who've required inpatient care. 
 
59 
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00:08:50.099 --> 00:08:55.408 
So, in the month of December, there were nine people who required inpatient care 
 
60 
00:08:55.408 --> 00:09:04.318 
and in the month of January, so far there have been three. We currently have six people who 
are hospitalized, including 
 
61 
00:09:04.318 --> 00:09:08.668 
you know, who've gone from hospitalization to getting 
 
62 
00:09:08.668 --> 00:09:14.428 
rehabilitation at a Long-Term Care Facility before being prepared to be discharged home 
 
63 
00:09:17.724 --> 00:09:25.673 
and now in terms of we have gotten some update from OCME and so you'll see the numbers 
have changed a little bit. 
 
64 
00:09:25.673 --> 00:09:40.254 
So, to date of people who have been diagnosed with COVID-19, 44 have subsequently died. 
Of those 44 however, and so you can see in December, there were seven death to date in 
January there have been none 
 
65 
00:09:40.254 --> 00:09:41.033 
I'm pretty certain 
 
66 
00:09:44.933 --> 00:09:59.604 
and of those 44, we have gotten confirmation that seven of them were, in fact, not COVID 
related.  We are still awaiting confirmation from OCME regarding the cause of death for four. 
 
67 
00:10:01.769 --> 00:10:09.208 
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And so, of those that are either confirmed or presumed COVID it as you can see, there are 
33 
 
68 
00:10:09.208 --> 00:10:12.389 
and there were four in December 
 
69 
00:10:12.389 --> 00:10:18.749 
which really is the highest number of deaths we've seen since back in May when there were 
eight. 
 
 
 
70 
00:10:26.759 --> 00:10:33.719 
So, I need to turn on the chat just to see okay. No questions about that. 
 
71 
00:10:33.719 --> 00:10:40.589 
So, we had a meeting with DC Health this week to talk some 
 
72 
00:10:40.589 --> 00:10:44.519 
About 
 
73 
00:10:46.408 --> 00:10:51.149 
To talk some about vaccines and where things are with vaccines as people may 
 
74 
00:10:51.149 --> 00:10:54.359 
be aware, um, so. 
 
75 
00:10:54.359 --> 00:11:05.573 
There are now two vaccines available and I know we've not met in three weeks, so a lot has 
changed in the world regarding vaccines in those past three weeks. 
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76 
00:11:08.333 --> 00:11:10.433 
We have sent out information 
 
77 
00:11:11.009 --> 00:11:24.114 
I think we've sent out at least three communications and it's been sort of progressively 
updating the information from DC Health in terms of people's ability to get access to the 
vaccine. 
 
78 
00:11:24.653 --> 00:11:35.903 
The first group of people who have had access have been healthcare providers, which is 
pretty broadly defined as people who have direct or indirect contact with a person who could 
have COVID 
 
79 
00:11:36.323 --> 00:11:41.604 
and so that really involves all providers 
 
 
 
80 
00:11:42.568 --> 00:11:50.729 
who work directly with people or work in a location where they could have contact with people 
 
81 
00:11:50.729 --> 00:11:57.269 
any other people we support and so 
 
82 
00:11:57.269 --> 00:12:02.038 
initially this was DC locations 
 
83 
00:12:02.038 --> 00:12:06.808 
and initially it was 
 
84 
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00:12:06.808 --> 00:12:13.739 
just Intermediate Care Facilities (ICF) and Residential Habilitation it was expanded beyond 
that to include 
 
85 
00:12:13.739 --> 00:12:20.693 
all healthcare providers who provide support to the people supported by DDA and this week 
 
86 
00:12:20.693 --> 00:12:25.134 
it was further expanded that it's all healthcare providers 
 
87 
00:12:25.134 --> 00:12:27.714 
which is that expanded definition and includes DSPs, 
 
88 
00:12:28.583 --> 00:12:31.524 
that would include the QIPD who was working on site, 
 
89 
00:12:31.823 --> 00:12:39.953 
it would include the executive staff from the agencies who, I hope are going on site in the 
places where you support people. 
 
 
 
 
90 
00:12:39.953 --> 00:12:48.714 
So, if you, as a provider are going out into the homes, and you also would be included in 
those people who are health care providers, who 
 
91 
00:12:49.168 --> 00:12:52.379 
would be getting, who are able now to get the vaccine 
 
92 
00:12:52.379 --> 00:13:03.418 
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who care for any people, any district residents and that includes some of our providers who 
are in the close suburbs caring for district residents. 
 
93 
00:13:03.418 --> 00:13:07.528 
So that's our first full wave.  
 
94 
00:13:07.528 --> 00:13:12.239 
Yesterday or day before yesterday, 
 
95 
00:13:13.283 --> 00:13:14.333 
day before yesterday 
 
96 
00:13:15.354 --> 00:13:30.264 
we sent out communication to all of our providers who have people in Intermediate Care 
Facilities and Residential Habilitation placements that they 
 
97 
00:13:30.264 --> 00:13:34.913 
are the next group up that will be vaccinated, that can have access to the vaccine. 
 
98 
00:13:35.278 --> 00:13:43.619 
What we are doing is that, by next Wednesday we need to provide a list to DC Health 
 
99 
00:13:43.619 --> 00:13:48.594 
of the locations of all of these people and the number of people at each location 
  
 
 
100 
00:13:48.923 --> 00:14:00.443 
so that an assessment can be made of where those folks will go to get their vaccine and also 
identify for people who will have a barrier to going out to get the vaccine. 
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101 
00:14:01.494 --> 00:14:11.573 
Sort of who that is, what the barrier is so that we can make plans for how that person can be 
vaccinated. We have some folks who may not be able to leave the home for a variety of 
reasons 
 
102 
00:14:12.144 --> 00:14:20.933 
and if that is the case then we would need to work with you about who the provider would be 
and how we could get vaccine delivered to that person. 
 
103 
00:14:22.403 --> 00:14:35.933 
And we're and so what that means is working with the person and whoever has health care 
decision making authority to determine their interest in getting the vaccine, 
 
104 
00:14:36.053 --> 00:14:45.624 
so that we have a clear number of people who want to get the vaccine so that we can plan for 
them getting the vaccine the following week. That's the week of the 
 
105 
00:14:45.928 --> 00:14:49.198 
18th 
 
106 
00:14:49.198 --> 00:14:52.198 
of January. 
 
107 
00:14:53.668 --> 00:15:07.948 
So, what I think we all need to be aware of is how challenging this whole project of planning 
to get vaccine for. I mean, the District has over 700,000 residents. 
 
108 
00:15:07.948 --> 00:15:11.849 
Vaccine can't be provided to people under the age of 16. 
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109 
00:15:12.144 --> 00:15:24.474 
So, I haven't looked at census data about how many people were talking about, who are 16 
and older. But beyond that, we've also got all the healthcare providers who come into the 
District from the surrounding jurisdictions 
 
110 
00:15:25.073 --> 00:15:27.354 
and so, these hundreds of thousands of people 
 
111 
00:15:28.073 --> 00:15:35.994 
and then, as we all know, there was an original number of vaccines that were expected and 
then there was a number that arrived. 
 
112 
00:15:37.494 --> 00:15:43.614 
And so, DC Health is having to make an assessment, of sorts, of how they open these 
vaccines up 
 
113 
00:15:44.038 --> 00:15:49.078 
a group at a time based on the amount of vaccine they have, 
 
114 
00:15:49.078 --> 00:16:04.043 
keeping in mind, everyone has to get two doses and the percentage of people who were then 
once it's been opened up to a particular group, how many of those people are going to follow 
through and actually get the vaccine. So, it is that is quite a project. 
 
115 
00:16:04.283 --> 00:16:05.423 
So, they are. 
 
116 
00:16:05.938 --> 00:16:17.668 
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There is a meeting each, a telephone call each week where they provide us an update on 
where things stand, and we've also had some individual conversations with them. And so 
 
117 
00:16:17.668 --> 00:16:30.119 
that's where we stand in terms of people that live in Intermediate Care Facilities and 
Residential Habilitation. The other thing people should be aware of is that as of 
 
118 
00:16:30.119 --> 00:16:44.849 
the end of next week, people 65 and older who live in the District or District residents 65 and 
older. So, for folks supported by DDA who are 65 and older 
 
119 
00:16:46.558 --> 00:17:01.469 
regardless of the kind of placement they live in the vaccinate.dc.gov site will be available so 
that they can log in and register to get a vaccine. 
 
120 
00:17:07.078 --> 00:17:15.719 
After that we will be looking, DC Health will be looking at people with 
 
121 
00:17:15.719 --> 00:17:18.838 
underlying health conditions that place them at  
 
122 
00:17:18.838 --> 00:17:33.659 
risk of serious outcomes from COVID. I haven't gotten and Caryn is with us today, she might 
be able to give us more. Caryn from DC Health, she might be able to give us more 
information about this. 
 
123 
00:17:34.463 --> 00:17:41.243 
Who makes that definition exactly how the determination is made and how someone will 
register at that point, 
 
124 
00:17:41.544 --> 00:17:55.403 
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I'm not as sure yet, but it sounded like they are expecting for that to begin being able to 
register to get vaccine by the end of January, which will then be available at the beginning of 
February. 
 
125 
00:17:56.124 --> 00:18:00.384 
There will also be at that point availability for some 
 
126 
00:18:02.753 --> 00:18:17.094 
essential personnel and which essential personnel will be communicated at that time.  As I 
said, I think the challenge is, as each group opens, they have to see how much vaccine is 
available gets out there 
 
 
 
127 
00:18:17.213 --> 00:18:27.683 
and then the clearer definitions moving forward, go from there.  For the folks supported by 
DDA who are in Supported Living or living in their Natural Home, 
 
128 
00:18:28.739 --> 00:18:38.939 
they will really be treated as any other District resident in that, if they are 65 or older, they can 
register next week to get the vaccine. 
 
129 
00:18:39.594 --> 00:18:53.094 
If they have underlying health conditions that will be available for them by the end of to 
register we expect at the end of January and for other folks who are otherwise healthy, 
 
130 
00:18:53.213 --> 00:18:59.003 
no other issues they I expect will may be waiting a bit longer. 
 
131 
00:18:59.398 --> 00:19:04.288 
I think the important thing so, 
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132 
00:19:04.288 --> 00:19:12.778 
in terms of people in Intermediate Care Facilities and Residential Habilitation Facilitation that 
was about 400 folks for us. 
 
133 
00:19:12.778 --> 00:19:23.009 
When we start looking at the people who are in Supported Living, that's over 900 people. And 
people in Natural Homes is over 900 people. 
 
134 
00:19:23.009 --> 00:19:30.689 
What's really important is, for provider agencies that support people in either of those settings 
 
135 
00:19:30.689 --> 00:19:42.413 
to begin talking now and hopefully you've already been talking to people to the healthcare 
decision maker about their views about the person receiving the vaccine. 
 
 
 
136 
00:19:43.013 --> 00:19:47.604 
So that as soon as we say it's now open to this group 
 
137 
00:19:47.878 --> 00:19:52.078 
you can go in and register and get them access to the vaccine. 
 
138 
00:19:52.078 --> 00:19:59.038 
So that is where things stand and what we know 
 
139 
00:19:59.038 --> 00:20:02.729 
about vaccines so far. 
 
140 
00:20:02.729 --> 00:20:06.298 
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Silence. 
 
141 
00:20:10.199 --> 00:20:13.648 
Okay, so there's a comment here 
 
142 
00:20:13.648 --> 00:20:23.784 
and I think Caryn is here and can respond to this and I heard this same thing the other day 
and heard the answer. So, if Caryn is not here, I can take a crack at it. 
 
143 
00:20:25.074 --> 00:20:32.243 Comment: 
Someone is saying, I'm finding that many of the locations listed to provide the vaccine are not 
available when I attempt to schedule an appointment 
 
144 
00:20:32.548 --> 00:20:35.848 
none of the health clinics have been available 
 
145 
00:20:35.848 --> 00:20:39.328 
since we received notification that we could 
 
 
 
 
 
146 
00:20:39.328 --> 00:20:53.189 
not register or could register. I found a few appointments for Safeway locations, but there are 
some issues with confirmation. What is DC Health doing regarding availability of 
appointments? 
 
147 
00:20:54.568 --> 00:21:06.479 Caryn Stringfield: 
Hi Director Reese, this is Caryn I am here. First good afternoon and Director Reese thank 
you so much for just 
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148 
00:21:06.479 --> 00:21:20.608 
kind of highlighting those specific points and just making sure that everybody knows that this 
is an extremely complicated process and the prioritization is months of planning and things 
like that. So, we want to ensure 
 
149 
00:21:20.608 --> 00:21:24.088 
everybody that's on the chat line that 
 
150 
00:21:24.088 --> 00:21:28.888 
we're working really hard to make sure that this process goes as smoothly as possible. 
 
151 
00:21:28.888 --> 00:21:32.368 
As far as the limited number of 
 
152 
00:21:32.368 --> 00:21:45.088 
appointments that is kind of one of those things that has evolved over time. We first 
anticipated a certain amount of appointments at the certain locations, 
 
153 
00:21:45.088 --> 00:21:57.659 
but practically we wanted to make sure that it was feasible to have people vaccinated and be 
able to have that observation period of 15 minutes still 
 
154 
00:21:57.659 --> 00:22:03.479 
being in line with social distancing and making sure that it was 
 
 
 
 
155 
00:22:03.479 --> 00:22:16.318 
staff with the appropriate amounts of healthcare providers to attend to people that were 
having vaccinations and having that observation period. So, we are seeking 
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156 
00:22:16.318 --> 00:22:24.538 
new points of distribution, so we're all, we're looking for that we're opening up new points of 
distribution. I think 
 
157 
00:22:24.538 --> 00:22:34.943 
starting next week there will be several other points of distribution that you should be able to 
see on those scheduling list. 
 
158 
00:22:34.943 --> 00:22:45.443 
I know that some people, when they do go on to the vaccinate.dc.gov you're sent an email 
with just a place time and date where you're going to receive the vaccination, but 
 
159 
00:22:45.838 --> 00:22:56.278 
I'll be honest that I don't know, the, all the, I guess emails and responses that you get when 
you do those, when you do that 
 
160 
00:22:56.278 --> 00:23:10.108 
registering. So, as far as what DC Health is doing, we're just making sure one that it remains 
safe, two that everybody gets vaccinated  
 
161 
00:23:10.108 --> 00:23:24.413 
in a timely fashion and just a caveat point to that is that DC has been ranked one of the top 
10 places in the United States as far as vaccine administration. 
 
162 
00:23:24.413 --> 00:23:31.703 
So, just, you know, just putting that out there that we are actually doing an awesome job 
 
163 
00:23:31.733 --> 00:23:41.993 
with making sure that people are vaccinated, but I'm hoping that the process will be a little bit 
easier going forward and starting next week since we're opening up to a larger population. 



 

21 
 

 

TRANSCRIPT 
COMMUNITY & PROVIDER FORUM: COVID-19 

January 8, 2021  12pm via WebEx 

 
164 
00:23:43.044 --> 00:23:48.683 
We can anticipate that there will be some delays that hopefully it'll be a little bit easier for 
everybody. 
 
165 
00:23:50.548 --> 00:23:53.878 Andrew Reese: 
Thank you. 
 
166 
00:23:53.878 --> 00:23:58.558 Question: 
Next question, given the spike in COVID cases and Supported Living, 
 
167 
00:23:59.663 --> 00:24:13.584 
it says who are often living in crowded settings is there a possibility of their qualifying to 
register sooner than the end of January?  
 
Andrew Reese: 
No, that was raised given that there's 930 of them. 
 
168 
00:24:13.584 --> 00:24:20.874 
I did raise that question because the only thing we could do sooner than January would have 
been to have included them 
 
169 
00:24:22.588 --> 00:24:26.068 
with the people in ICF and Residential Habilitation 
 
170 
00:24:26.068 --> 00:24:37.709 
and the number was too high given that they are also opening it up at that same time to 
seniors. If you recall I said at the end of January, it's people with 
 
171 
00:24:37.709 --> 00:24:41.699 
underlying health conditions that place them at higher risk. 
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172 
00:24:41.963 --> 00:24:56.394 
I am going to be revisiting the question of whether we could include all of Supported Living at 
that point in time. But at this time the end of January is actually kind of the best-case scenario 
for people in Supported Living. 
 
 
173 
00:24:57.054 --> 00:25:08.784 
What I would say is that it is essential that people just continue this is for staff and the people 
we support continue to be cautious with complying with PPE 
 
174 
00:25:11.304 --> 00:25:26.094 
you know, making sure that you're using appropriate the face coverings appropriately, 
keeping a safe distance being very careful about engaging with people outside your 
household and washing your hands regularly 
 
175 
00:25:26.153 --> 00:25:26.663 
and 
 
176 
00:25:27.269 --> 00:25:27.653 
you know 
 
177 
00:25:27.683 --> 00:25:37.374 
it's we do still have a long way to go and unfortunately the amount of vaccine it is coming in at 
the rate it's coming in and so they, 
 
178 
00:25:37.403 --> 00:25:43.733 
the city has to make determinations over the whole city about how it gets released to different 
groups 
 
179 
00:25:44.064 --> 00:25:45.503 
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and the view was 
 
180 
00:25:45.898 --> 00:25:52.528 
that there was more concern about the serious outcomes for people in the 
 
181 
00:25:52.528 --> 00:25:57.028 
Residential Habilitation and Intermediate Care Facilities. 
 
182 
00:25:57.028 --> 00:26:02.429 
While it is true there are people who live at home who have just as serious 
 
 
 
183 
00:26:02.429 --> 00:26:11.308 
underlying conditions, at this point it is just those larger congregate settings that are included. 
 
184 
00:26:18.144 --> 00:26:31.703 Andrew Reese: 
So, this is a statement and I'm not sure I understand it. So, I'm hoping that Winslow can 
response or perhaps we can get some more clarity about it. It says, we hope Service 
Coordination will be involved with the ID team members of each person 
 
185 
00:26:31.913 --> 00:26:34.433 
so that there is a smooth vaccine procedure. 
 
186 
00:26:34.769 --> 00:26:46.108 Winslow Woodland: 
Yeah, so as historically, Service Coordinators are often considered a driver for just about 
every aspect of a person's life. 
 
187 
00:26:46.108 --> 00:27:00.838 
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This, however, is a health care matter and it should be considered in the same fashion as a 
flu vaccine and I'm pretty certain the Service Coordinators are not involved in decisions as to 
whether person get a flu vaccine. 
 
188 
00:27:00.838 --> 00:27:08.693 
So, the actual procedure in terms of how vaccine is distributed is being managed by DC 
Health. 
 
189 
00:27:08.992 --> 00:27:17.483 
We are supporting them in terms of ensuring that they know what our target population 
locations are and what settings they in and so 
 
190 
00:27:17.993 --> 00:27:22.163 
I think to another question about Natural Homes. 
 
191 
00:27:22.469 --> 00:27:33.564 
As Director Reese stated, Natural Homes distribution will be in similar fashion to every other 
citizen. If a person is 65 or older, they'll be able to register when that group opens up to 
register. 
 
 
192 
00:27:33.564 --> 00:27:39.953 
If a person has a pre-condition as defined yet to be defined 
 
193 
00:27:39.953 --> 00:27:53.874 
I might add, then you would be registering when the group that fits the criteria and in terms of 
whether physicians notice needed to verify those pre-existing conditions, I would have to 
defer to DC Health. 
 
194 
00:27:59.574 --> 00:28:10.253 Andrew Reese: 
So, there's a, I think this is a response as much as it is a question. It says vaccinate DC portal 
is not working properly. I'm not sure that's an accurate reflection 
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195 
00:28:10.253 --> 00:28:15.534 
but anyway, we attempted to make appointments after registering and selecting a location. 
 
196 
00:28:16.108 --> 00:28:24.503 
There's no appointment left at that location or when Safeway vaccination site accepted to 
make the appointment they then received a message 
 
197 
00:28:24.743 --> 00:28:32.663 
there are not enough vaccinations to fulfill this appointment booking at this site and the 
confirmation was denied and then they had to start all over. 
 
198 
00:28:32.939 --> 00:28:38.068 
So, it isn't that the site isn't working. It is that 
 
199 
00:28:38.364 --> 00:28:52.733 
when you go in, you select a site and then ultimately when you get to the confirmation that 
site might not still have the adequate vaccine for all the reasons that Caryn was just saying 
about making sure that they're not doing to many at one time, 
 
200 
00:28:52.733 --> 00:29:03.653 
because people need to know it needs to be a space where people can maintain a safe 
physical distance while they're there, they have to stay there for a period of time to be 
observed after receiving the vaccine 
 
201 
00:29:04.314 --> 00:29:10.222 
and I understand that this can be a little frustrating but there is vaccine. So, it does mean 
 
202 
00:29:10.648 --> 00:29:16.769 
I mean, I'm reading this as sort of instructions to someone it does mean that sometimes you 
have to go back and do it all over again. 
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203 
00:29:16.769 --> 00:29:30.239 Question: 
Can you clarify when Home Health Aids under the state plan and EPD waiver will be 
vaccinated? When will EPD waiver recipients be vaccinated? 
 
204 
00:29:30.239 --> 00:29:34.769 Andy Reese: 
So, Home Health Aids 
 
205 
00:29:34.769 --> 00:29:38.068 
are included as healthcare providers 
 
206 
00:29:38.273 --> 00:29:48.263 
and EPD waiver recipients, I assume are considered and maybe I should just be differential 
to Caryn on all this. EDP waiver recipients would be 
 
207 
00:29:48.773 --> 00:30:03.503 
I mean they live in their home they would be considered as any other district resident who 
lives in their home. If the health condition they have qualifies as one that places in at higher 
risk for serious outcomes, then they would be included in that earlier group. 
 
208 
00:30:03.653 --> 00:30:09.443 
If they are part of the elderly in persons with disabilities waiver and are elderly being 
 
209 
00:30:09.778 --> 00:30:19.199 
well, if there's 65 or older, I won't call that elderly anymore. If they're 65 and older then they 
could register starting next week. 
 
 
210 
00:30:24.298 --> 00:30:30.269 Question: 
So, about 10 days ago there was a plan on coronavirus.dc.gov 
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211 
00:30:31.163 --> 00:30:43.644 
to place people over 75 and category 1B with those 65 to 74 in category 1C. I would like to 
know why that changed? 
 
212 
00:30:46.104 --> 00:30:54.564 
There are many very healthy people such as myself in the 65 to 74 age range, Caryn, 
perhaps you know why that changed? 
 
213 
00:30:54.564 --> 00:31:05.064 
I will say that you'll notice that the plan that is on the website does say draft and the plan 
while the written plan on the site may or may not change the plan 
 
214 
00:31:06.659 --> 00:31:14.759 
evolves as the facts on the ground evolve and maybe Caryn you know why it is that the DC, 
 
215 
00:31:14.759 --> 00:31:23.489 
because I do know in other jurisdictions, the age is first 75 and older, but in DC they've 
chosen to start at age 65. 
 
216 
00:31:24.564 --> 00:31:29.064 Caryn Stringfield: 
Yeah, I don't know that I know the specific rationale 
 
217 
00:31:29.064 --> 00:31:43.223 
why it was changed, but I just want to remind people that the older you are no matter if how 
healthy you are at this point you are at a higher risk for developing more severe symptoms 
 
218 
00:31:43.284 --> 00:31:53.663 
if you are exposed and contract the coronavirus.  The other thing is that because originally 
DC did not anticipate getting 
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219 
00:31:54.659 --> 00:32:08.243 
the amount of vaccine doses that we currently have, so we have been fortunate enough to 
receive some vaccinations from our neighboring states, Virginia, and Maryland. 
 
220 
00:32:08.243 --> 00:32:14.064 
So, we have, oh I would say a lot more than we anticipated. 
 
221 
00:32:14.064 --> 00:32:25.733 
So, in a spirit, not to waste any vaccinations and to make sure that residents are vaccinated 
in a timely manner those people were added to 
 
222 
00:32:26.999 --> 00:32:30.328 
this initial phase of vaccinations. 
 
223 
00:32:32.723 --> 00:32:43.403 Question: 
The next question, I'm not sure it's been answered yet and maybe Caryn knows and I will 
admit I was much more focused on just our next two steps then I was on this step.  
 
224 
00:32:43.403 --> 00:32:55.284 
But how will DC Health determine who qualifies as having underlying health conditions that 
place them at higher risk and able to register and what sort of documentation will be required 
for that? 
 
225 
00:32:55.739 --> 00:33:09.058 Caryn Stringfield: 
That's something I have to take back to the committee team since we don't have that portal 
open just yet. I don't know the specifics on that, but I'll take it back to the team and hopefully I 
can provide you an answer in a later date. 
 
226 
00:33:09.864 --> 00:33:22.523 Andrew Reese: 
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And as I say, you know, this, this plan is evolving as the facts of how much vaccine is 
available. How much is being used as all those facts continue to evolve 
 
227 
00:33:22.824 --> 00:33:27.953 
and so, as we get the updated information, we will just we'll share everything We have. 
 
228 
00:33:30.834 --> 00:33:45.713 
Forgive me, if I miss this in the comments regarding scheduling, but for a healthcare provider, 
who's had their 1st dose. They have not all received follow up from pharmacies regarding the 
2nd dose scheduling. They're not able to sign up through vaccinate.dc.gov.  
 
229 
00:33:45.713 --> 00:33:56.544 
Pharmacies give a variety of responses at the time of the 1st dose, such as use the same 
website to come back to sign up. Just come back in 4 weeks. 
 
230 
00:33:57.118 --> 00:34:11.994 
We're directing health care providers to continue to follow up with the pharmacy that they 
started with. I will say that that this information was provided to us about a specific provider 
that we did forward to DC Health. 
 
231 
00:34:12.268 --> 00:34:12.713 
And so, 
 
232 
00:34:12.713 --> 00:34:13.134 
Caryn 
 
233 
00:34:13.134 --> 00:34:16.134 
if you have any specific response to that issue, 
 
234 
00:34:16.134 --> 00:34:21.443 
because I have heard from people that they don't, when I first heard about the vaccine, 
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235 
00:34:21.443 --> 00:34:24.804 
I sort of recall this image of a person 
 
236 
00:34:24.804 --> 00:34:30.173 
getting a vaccine and at the same time and appointment card to return for the 2nd dose 
 
 
 
 
237 
00:34:30.173 --> 00:34:35.364 
and I've heard from people that they're not clear about how the 2nd doses going to work. 
 
238 
00:34:35.364 --> 00:34:47.034 Caryn Stringfield: 
Yeah, Director Reese I also heard the same concern. I will say that it's kind of a mixed bag 
because I've heard that with the card that you get 
 
239 
00:34:47.034 --> 00:35:01.853 
it's like a 3 by 5 card that you get that has the lot number, your name, date of birth and 
everything that you are receiving appointment at that time would probably suggest seeing if 
he can make an appointment before you leave. 
 
240 
00:35:01.853 --> 00:35:12.054 
But, of course, I'll have to defer to Dr. Shaw and see if there has been any resolution on that 
front and again, I'll report back whatever the findings are. 
 
241 
00:35:13.018 --> 00:35:27.239 Andrew Reese: 
So, we've heard about this regarding Safeway. I think that's the correct 1 and we 
communicated that to Dr Shaw. So, if people hear about this about other specific providers, 
please let us know. 
 
242 
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00:35:27.239 --> 00:35:36.958 Question: 
So next, my son and others in Supported Living are a higher risk than many in the 65 plus 
age group. 
 
243 
00:35:36.958 --> 00:35:41.159 Andrew Reese: 
I certainly understand that, I think there are people who 
 
244 
00:35:41.159 --> 00:35:49.018 
I mean, there are lots of people out there living at home who are probably at higher risk than 
a person just because the person is 65. 
 
245 
00:35:50.273 --> 00:35:59.423 
You know, unfortunately, there are lots of decisions that are having to be made about how 
you roll this out and about sort of who fits into which priority category 
 
246 
00:35:59.664 --> 00:36:11.784 
and at this time, we could just communicate sort of where things stand, which is starting next 
week at 65 and older as well as we need to submit 
 
247 
00:36:12.688 --> 00:36:19.018 
all the numbers of people who live in Intermediate Care Facilities and Residential Habitation 
and 
 
248 
00:36:19.018 --> 00:36:26.429 
after that we'll be having more conversations about them regarding the other people 
supported by DDA. 
 
249 
00:36:32.668 --> 00:36:45.539 
Just as a reminder to people, 
 
250 
00:36:45.539 --> 00:36:56.608 
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if you're going to type a question in the chat box you have to scroll all the way down to where 
it says everyone because when you first open the chat box, 
 
251 
00:36:56.608 --> 00:37:00.268 
what shows up is 
 
252 
00:37:03.204 --> 00:37:17.514 
all attendees and it may sound odd but we're not considered attendees and so those of us 
who could answer your question are not going to see it unless you scroll all the way down to 
where it says everyone and type your question there. 
 
253 
00:37:17.818 --> 00:37:20.878 
Silence. 
 
254 
00:37:22.498 --> 00:37:37.018 Question: 
What support if any will be provided to people and Supported Living and Natural Homes to 
get the vaccine, if they cannot easily leave their homes to get vaccinated?  
 
Andrew Reese: So, we have already talked 
 
 
255 
00:37:37.018 --> 00:37:48.418 
to DC Health about this for our first round in terms of people in Intermediate Care Facilities 
and Residential Habilitation.  There are 
 
256 
00:37:49.103 --> 00:38:03.233 
some providers that are available to go out to give a vaccine and so we will be following up 
as we roll out, for example, with Intermediate Care Facility and Residential Habilitation. 
 
257 
00:38:04.284 --> 00:38:18.983 



 

33 
 

 

TRANSCRIPT 
COMMUNITY & PROVIDER FORUM: COVID-19 

January 8, 2021  12pm via WebEx 

One of the questions we're asking is, are they interested in it and are they able to go out to 
get it? And so, for people who are interested and not able to go out, we will be following up 
with a healthcare provider that provides vaccine and can go to their location 
 
258 
00:38:19.193 --> 00:38:21.474 
and I expect, as we get down to 
 
259 
00:38:22.980 --> 00:38:29.639 
Supported Living and then Natural Homes will be doing the same kind of thing. 
 
260 
00:38:31.500 --> 00:38:44.340 
 
261 
00:38:48.264 --> 00:38:58.405 Question: 
I understand the decision, but I believe that Supported Living residents and others under the 
waiver are small enough group that they could easily be put ahead of healthy 65 to 74 years 
old? 
 
262 
00:38:58.405 --> 00:39:07.284 
I will just say that when I presented that group as including 930 people to Dr. Shaw, he didn't 
hear that as a small enough group. 
 
263 
00:39:10.195 --> 00:39:24.864 
The decision to include 65 to 74 years old. I can't answer completely about how that decision 
was made. I expect it may have been made based on the data in the District about outcomes 
for people based on age. 
 
 
264 
00:39:24.864 --> 00:39:36.775 
While I know nationally, it may be that 75 and older it could be that the age in terms of 
serious outcomes was more significant in DC starting at age 65. I don't know.  
 
265 
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00:39:38.820 --> 00:39:42.570 
I would have to ask Dr Shaw about that. 
 
266 
00:39:43.855 --> 00:39:44.304 Question: 
Perhaps, 
267 
00:39:44.304 --> 00:39:45.775 
this question has been asked, 
 
268 
00:39:46.344 --> 00:40:01.195  
but is the vaccine compulsory most DSPs within our agency have declined to be vaccinated 
is there simple information we can share with DSPs to give them a better understanding of 
what to expect after taking the vaccine or to address their concerns? 
 
269 
00:40:01.195 --> 00:40:01.885 
 
270 
00:40:02.184 --> 00:40:09.684 
Would this information be on the DC Health website?  
 
Andrew Reese:  So, first of all I'll say that we sent this information out to 
 
 
271 
00:40:10.585 --> 00:40:20.605 
so, we have information that we sent out to the nurse to Directors of Nursing across all the 
agencies about what to expect after getting the vaccine. 
 
272 
00:40:21.324 --> 00:40:28.284 
We were sending it out thinking about the people we support, but it's certainly true for the 
staff as well 
 
 
 
273 
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00:40:28.554 --> 00:40:37.135 
and we also sent out some information when we sent out the notice this week that all provider 
staff could get vaccinated about the vaccine. 
 
274 
00:40:37.530 --> 00:40:46.320 
And I believe and Caryn maybe you could remind us where it is. I'm pretty sure that on the 
coronavirus or on the vaccinate DC. 
 
275 
00:40:46.320 --> 00:40:56.969 
Section of the website there is information about the vaccine. If I'm not mistaken.  
 
Caryn Stringfield:  Yes, there's actually a vast amount of information on 
coronavirus.dc.gov/vaccine 
 
276 
00:40:56.969 --> 00:41:00.119 
 
 
277 
00:41:00.119 --> 00:41:14.905 
and if you just go to coronavirus.dc.gov, in the headers, if you just click on vaccine, you can 
get it that way as well. There are frequently asked questions. 
 
278 
00:41:14.905 --> 00:41:24.445 
There's information on the vaccine. There's a lot of information that's actually been recently 
updated so I do encourage everybody to go and seek that information. 
 
279 
00:41:28.554 --> 00:41:35.304 Question: 
So, if or other staff declined to be vaccinated, will they be permitted to continue working 
directly with people 
 
280 
00:41:35.485 --> 00:41:43.554 
DDA supports?   
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Andrew Reese: As I said, before the vaccine is not compulsory, one of the things I think to 
keep in mind 
 
 
 
 
281 
00:41:43.889 --> 00:41:54.809 
and Caryn please correct me if I'm wrong here, but the vaccine in this instance so wearing a 
mask protects you and protects everyone else. 
 
282 
00:41:54.809 --> 00:42:02.610 
The vaccine protects you which is why it's very important that each of us as we are able gets 
the vaccine. 
 
283 
00:42:02.610 --> 00:42:16.679 
It is very important to continue wearing a mask after, because what the vaccine prevents is 
serious outcomes from COVID. It doesn't prevention necessarily from contracting the virus 
and not have and 
 
284 
00:42:16.679 --> 00:42:22.920 
you know, not becoming very ill. It's just like when you get a flu vaccine every year and you 
still get the flu and then 
 
285 
00:42:22.920 --> 00:42:37.014 
It may not be just the same. I shouldn't say that, but the important thing is one, no we cannot 
say to staff that this vaccine is compulsory before you can work with people we support. 
 
286 
00:42:38.034 --> 00:42:51.385 
But, secondly, what's very important is even once people get the vaccine, they need to 
continue proper PPE use until further notice. 
 
Caryn Stringfield: Director Reese just to add onto that, 
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287 
00:42:51.385 --> 00:42:55.704 
we actually had a training this morning with our Epidemiology Department. 
 
288 
00:42:56.454 --> 00:43:11.005 
A lot of you may know Daryl Hawkins who gave a really amazing comparison to promote the 
vaccine to airbags in a car even though you may have airbags in a car 
 
289 
00:43:11.034 --> 00:43:15.445 
does not stop you from getting into an accident. 
 
290 
00:43:15.775 --> 00:43:20.275 
It also does not mean that you should not do your due diligence. 
 
291 
00:43:21.420 --> 00:43:36.210 
Following just normal, normal street signs and speeding requirements and things like that. 
The vaccine is just, as you said, that layer of protection that will aid and not developing those 
 
292 
00:43:36.210 --> 00:43:47.244 
serious effects of the vaccine. I mean, I'm sorry of COVID-19 so, if you look at it like that 
again, you still do have to follow all the protocol 
 
293 
00:43:47.244 --> 00:44:00.175 
And Daryl I think might be on this call and she can explain it a little bit better than I but that 
was just yeah, thank you Daryl as a plug. 
 
294 
00:44:00.175 --> 00:44:04.434 Daryl Hawkins: 
And hopefully most of your will take this vaccine again 
 
295 
00:44:04.739 --> 00:44:08.909 
and, the person's supportive when they're able to, but 
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296 
00:44:08.909 --> 00:44:17.519 
continue to do just because your DSPs is at a location all got the vaccine does not mean that 
you stop screening them for symptoms. 
 
297 
00:44:17.519 --> 00:44:29.215 
You still must continue to do all the things we must continue to do the universal masking 
universal protection, if necessary, if required per DC Health guidance and all the infection 
control and prevention. 
 
298 
00:44:29.514 --> 00:44:41.695 
and as Caryn perfectly summarize that analogy at this time. We don't know if it will prevent 
you from getting COVID and spreading it symptomatically, we're just not sure we are. 
 
 
 
299 
00:44:41.815 --> 00:44:50.905 
What we do know from the vaccine is Director Reese and Caryn already mentioned is that it 
will protect you from serious outcomes and so that's great. I think that's fantastic news. 
 
300 
00:44:50.905 --> 00:45:03.175 
It's a good reason to get the vaccine even with that information available, but until further 
notice, we have to protect everyone else around us. Caryn said that analogy we still have to 
drive safely 
 
301 
00:45:03.449 --> 00:45:18.360 
on the road, because we don't want to cause other people to get in a car accident and then 
get injured if they're not wearing their seatbelt if they're not vaccinated they can still have 
serious outcomes. So, let's just continue to do the infection control prevention 
 
302 
00:45:18.360 --> 00:45:21.809 
and guidance as we've been doing, so thanks. 
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303 
00:45:21.809 --> 00:45:32.130 Andrew Reese: 
So, it is like the vaccine is just one additional preventive measure we have to take. We don't 
take anything else away. 
 
304 
00:45:32.130 --> 00:45:39.840 Daryl Hawkins: 
Anyway, so hopefully we'll find out more so let's all be optimistic but for now. 
 
305 
00:45:39.840 --> 00:45:44.489 
Let's be careful and protect each other and our person's supported. 
 
306 
00:45:44.489 --> 00:45:51.809 Andrew Reese: 
And it does continue to be true about this, that as time passes, we continue to learn more. 
 
307 
00:45:53.724 --> 00:46:08.695 Question: 
So, if people need documentation to support that, they're at higher risk, it would seem that 
they need to get some documentation. Now, if they want to be able to timely register at the 
end of January, it can take time to get that supporting documentation. 
 
308 
00:46:09.054 --> 00:46:10.284 Andrew Reese: 
Unfortunately. 
 
309 
00:46:10.769 --> 00:46:18.630 
Perhaps next week, we'll have more information about what that is going to look like. 
 
310 
00:46:19.284 --> 00:46:20.664 
Totally anecdotally. 
 
311 
00:46:20.664 --> 00:46:23.844 
I happen to know from my own doctor, 
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312 
00:46:24.385 --> 00:46:24.625 
who, 
 
313 
00:46:25.014 --> 00:46:31.405 
who has sent out an email to every patient in his practice that he's registered to get the 
vaccine and that 
 
314 
00:46:31.405 --> 00:46:32.815 
as it becomes available 
 
315 
00:46:32.815 --> 00:46:36.954 
he'll be in contact with people and he'll identify who it is 
 
316 
00:46:36.954 --> 00:46:38.335 
that's eligible to get it. 
 
317 
00:46:39.900 --> 00:46:47.400 
I have a really good primary care physician. So, we will be 
 
 
 
 
 
318 
00:46:47.400 --> 00:47:02.280 
getting information about exactly how this is defined and what if any documentation is 
required in order for people to get the vaccine.  So far, you know, for example up until this 
day 
 
319 
00:47:02.994 --> 00:47:14.994 
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it has just been healthcare providers who have been able to get the vaccine and what they 
have had to provide, and people may correct me here about what they even needed to show 
when they got there, 
 
320 
00:47:15.144 --> 00:47:28.675 
but what they were told they needed to provide with was just like a work ID showing that they 
worked at some health care facility, which would include any of our provider agencies and so 
 
321 
00:47:29.159 --> 00:47:41.159 
you know, I don't expect this to be some burdensome documentation process, but as it does 
open up for that group, we will get more information. 
 
322 
00:47:44.489 --> 00:47:57.780 Question: 
Will DDS Health and Wellness be preparing an educational COVID vaccine one-on-one 
information handout for healthcare decision makers, health care providers 
 
323 
 
00:47:57.780 --> 00:48:04.289 
so that they may be able to make an informed decision 
 
324 
00:48:04.289 --> 00:48:07.469 
as many are high risk? 
 
325 
00:48:07.469 --> 00:48:19.650 Andrew Reese: 
So, we did send out information about the vaccine and I don't know I, I don't believe I, 
Winslow. Good. It looks like Winslow was going to speak. So, I'll stop. 
 
326 
00:48:19.650 --> 00:48:28.829 Winslow Woodland: 
So, at this time Health and Wellness is not preparing any type of educational video. I put in 
the 
 
327 
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00:48:28.829 --> 00:48:37.380 
chat box the information that is being provided by DC Health. 
 
328 
00:48:37.380 --> 00:48:40.559 
It's not as complex as 
 
329 
00:48:41.394 --> 00:48:56.364 
some of the issues that decision makers need to have information on. So, essentially it 
breaks it down to a point like; What is the vaccine? What does the vaccine do? Why do I 
need this? What's going to happen after 
 
330 
00:48:56.364 --> 00:48:59.215 
I take it?  So no, we won't be 
 
331 
00:48:59.244 --> 00:49:13.735 
and the main reason why we won't be is that I think the information is very sustainable to the 
extent that a person doesn't understand the information that they reached out to the Health 
and Wellness nurse 
 
332 
00:49:14.244 --> 00:49:28.974 
and then we would support any effort in terms of explain to you what the vaccine is, what to 
expect.  It's very similar to a flu vaccine and I'll defer to Daryl and Caryn who have 
 
333 
00:49:29.610 --> 00:49:43.375 
the ability to kind of use great analogies, but the vaccine is not going to stop you from getting 
COVID. It will lessen the symptoms if you get COVID, you still as was stated before have to 
take these precautions. 
 
334 
00:49:43.824 --> 00:49:50.394 
I'm not really certain what information would need to be provided to the healthcare decision 
makers. 
 



 

43 
 

 

TRANSCRIPT 
COMMUNITY & PROVIDER FORUM: COVID-19 

January 8, 2021  12pm via WebEx 

335 
00:49:50.815 --> 00:50:02.605 
I can tell you that generally people have expressed concern about this vaccine, and this is 
why we have leaders going in and having a vaccine and making videos to show their staff. 
 
336 
00:50:02.875 --> 00:50:11.034 
We have a couple of providers that are actually worked out really creative ways to incentivize 
their staff for taking the vaccine and their staff are willing. 
 
337 
00:50:11.454 --> 00:50:20.875 
I believe that if a leader of provider takes the vaccine and his leadership team or her 
leadership team takes the vaccine, that will moved 
 
338 
00:50:21.210 --> 00:50:29.789 
forward a great way to show others the safety of the vaccine. 
 
339 
00:50:29.789 --> 00:50:38.219 
This should not be as heavy lift as I think people would believe it to be with regard to 
administer in a vaccine. 
 
340 
00:50:38.394 --> 00:50:43.614 
Once we get rolling, I think we're going to be fine, but the education piece you've got nurses 
 
341 
00:50:44.724 --> 00:50:53.905 
I would assume most of you have nurses on your team. The information that was provided 
that if they don't understand that they can reach out to the Health and Wellness team. 
 
342 
00:50:54.295 --> 00:51:07.855 
And I can have Michael available, but Michael is one person and to wait for him to develop an 
educational video when the information is already there. I don't want to, as the Director 
Reese said we'll be moving quickly in the next couple of weeks. Thanks. 
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343 
00:51:08.485 --> 00:51:15.204 Question: 
There were a number of questions submitted on behalf of the DC Council, 
 
344 
00:51:15.480 --> 00:51:22.739 
please ensure that all those questions were received and that they are answered?  
 
Andrew Reese: They were all received, I don't want to. 
 
345 
00:51:22.739 --> 00:51:25.739 
We have like two minutes left, I don't want to walk through 
 
346 
00:51:25.739 --> 00:51:29.130 
it was like 25 questions. I think 
 
347 
00:51:29.130 --> 00:51:33.780 
I've answered them because they were questions sort of about each different group 
 
348 
00:51:33.780 --> 00:51:46.559 
and what kinds of plans we have and where they are in the queue so to speak and what 
arrangements will be made for them and I believe, I have answered all of those. 
 
349 
00:51:48.565 --> 00:51:55.735 
There's a question here, which I'm going to sort of point to people who are here because, I 
know a lot of folks here have gotten a vaccine. 
 
350 
00:51:55.735 --> 00:52:09.144 Question: 
So, what verification does a DSP or a QIDP need to bring with them to be able to get the 
vaccine is a letter on company letter head, verifying that they work with a person served by. 
Is that adequate? 
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351 
00:52:09.474 --> 00:52:18.954 Andrew Reese: 
And if someone who's gotten the vaccine can say what they had to provide when they got 
there because I had the impression that just an ID showing. 
 
352 
00:52:19.860 --> 00:52:33.360 
I work for National Children Center or RCM, or, you know, I work for this provider. It is all you 
need, but if someone who's gotten it could tell us what they had to provide. 
 
353 
00:52:35.159 --> 00:52:47.849 
Oh, but see you went to Bread for the City, so they knew that you were a provider. If 
someone who went somewhere else, someone said they didn't have to provide we sent a 
letter on letterhead, but it wasn't reviewed because the employees 
 
354 
00:52:47.849 --> 00:52:58.199 
Oh, because the employees don't have ID that shows where they work. So, they sent a letter 
on letterhead, but the  
 
355 
00:52:58.199 --> 00:53:10.079 
folks administering the vaccine didn't even look at it. They asked afterwards because they 
were interviewed by the press so people can read these responses. 
 
356 
00:53:10.079 --> 00:53:15.150 
They will ask you for your insurance card. Vaccine is free 
 
357 
00:53:15.150 --> 00:53:23.730 
but to the extent that they charge for administration of the vaccine, I think that's expected to 
be picked up by insurance to the extent it can be. 
 
358 
00:53:23.730 --> 00:53:33.510 
Oh, here's that. So, this is for. 
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359 
00:53:33.510 --> 00:53:40.050 Question: 
So, once you are vaccinated if you're exposed to COVID do you still need to take the PCR 
test? 
 
360 
00:53:40.050 --> 00:53:43.050 
Daryl 
 
Daryl Hawkins: Yes, so 
 
361 
00:53:43.050 --> 00:53:47.550 
taking the vaccine will not make you positive 
 
362 
00:53:47.550 --> 00:53:51.090 
on the COVID-19 PCR test. 
 
363 
00:53:51.090 --> 00:53:54.989 
There is not, experts are still looking into 
 
 
364 
00:53:54.989 --> 00:54:05.940 
whether or not antibody tests can be used, but we never for DC Health we don't use antibody 
tests to determine current infection. 
 
365 
00:54:05.940 --> 00:54:09.119 
So, if you are positive with a PCR test 
 
366 
00:54:09.119 --> 00:54:13.170 
that is not from your vaccine that is from the COVID-19 virus. 
 
367 
00:54:13.170 --> 00:54:16.349 
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So that's a common question we also get so 
 
368 
00:54:16.349 --> 00:54:19.590 
to be clear, the vaccine will not make you positive 
 
369 
00:54:19.590 --> 00:54:23.639 
On the PCR test for COVID, the virus will. 
 
370 
00:54:23.639 --> 00:54:27.750 
The vaccine is not the virus. The vaccine 
 
371 
00:54:27.750 --> 00:54:37.409 
makes your good guy bugs, what I tell my kids, be able to quickly identify a portion of the 
virus so that if the virus does enter your body 
 
372 
00:54:37.409 --> 00:54:40.889 
it is trained to attack it better. So 
 
373 
00:54:40.889 --> 00:54:53.940 
again, you will not have a positive COVID test from your vaccine. If you have a positive 
COVID test, we continue to treat that as a positive COVID test and do all of the things that we 
would normally do 
 
374 
00:54:53.940 --> 00:55:06.000 
Um, from previous thanks.  
 
Andrew Reese:  So, like in every other way it's just one more measure of prevention, but 
nothing else so far has changed. 
 
375 
00:55:06.000 --> 00:55:13.525 Question: 
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This asks, is it possible that DC Health and DDS can coordinate with our provider physician 
to receive the vaccine? 
 
376 
00:55:14.304 --> 00:55:23.605 
It would be convenient for our people who they'd have less exposure if they could go to their 
primary physicians’ offices.    
 
Andrew Reese: From my understanding 
 
377 
00:55:23.635 --> 00:55:35.034 
and Caryn, you may know, but you only work with all of us as I said this is very anecdotal, but 
I know that DC Health has put something out and that my own primary care physician has 
been in touch with them. 
 
378 
00:55:35.454 --> 00:55:43.375 
And so that has happened by DC Health and I also know that there's been no follow up 
beyond 
 
379 
00:55:43.829 --> 00:55:58.139 
we'll get back to you, but they have, they are gathering the names of the physicians in the 
community who will be able to administer a vaccine in their office and maybe you have other 
updates about that Caryn, I don't know. 
 
380 
00:55:58.139 --> 00:56:05.579 Caryn Stringfield: 
I don't have anything further. That's perfect.  
   
Andrew Reese: Yeah, so that's really your physician 
 
381 
00:56:05.579 --> 00:56:10.320 
likely would have heard from DC Health and so you may want to follow up with them. 
 
382 
00:56:20.730 --> 00:56:25.679 
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Oh, a non-vaccine question. Nice, maybe. 
 
383 
00:56:25.679 --> 00:56:31.949 Question: 
When can people who have DDS as their rep pay expect to receive their stimulus checks? 
 
384 
00:56:31.949 --> 00:56:45.449 Andrew Reese: 
I don't know, I have not heard anything so far since the battle about how much the stimulus 
check would be about when they're coming out and Jared maybe you've heard an update 
about stimulus checks. 
 
385 
00:56:45.449 --> 00:56:48.989 
Hello. 
 
386 
00:57:01.135 --> 00:57:08.454 
I don't see Jared in the panelists anymore as we know more information about stimulus 
checks, we will provide that information. 
 
387 
00:57:10.440 --> 00:57:22.409 
So, it is just about 1:05 we heard the questions, as I said, I believe I got all the DD Council 
questions if there are, if you want more information 
 
388 
00:57:22.409 --> 00:57:29.724 
just let us know by email during the week, we want more about this question and we'll be 
happy to give you more information. 
 
389 
00:57:29.724 --> 00:57:41.844 
Then, it would actually be most helpful if you could tell us that by Monday because there is 
the phone call and it's possible that we could raise that issue at a city-wide phone call that 
happens each week. 
 
 
390 
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00:57:42.505 --> 00:57:56.244 
But for many of the specific questions I prefer, if Caryn and I are able to directly just ask Dr. 
Shaw, but if you can send us those questions early enough so we can try and have as 
complete 
 
391 
00:57:57.355 --> 00:58:04.675 
feedback as we can provide, as I say, this is an ever shifting the ground is ever shifting. 
 
392 
00:58:04.855 --> 00:58:12.625 
And so, DC Health is working really hard to keep up with it and to move the vaccine out to the 
people as fast as they can. 
 
393 
00:58:20.244 --> 00:58:29.485 
So, someone has provided an update here just saying people with direct deposits began 
receiving 600 dollars on January 1, paper checks will be coming in the mail 
 
394 
00:58:30.420 --> 00:58:36.780 
and we'll provide an update next week about what that means for the folks we support. 
 
395 
00:58:37.889 --> 00:58:45.420 
So, thank you. Have a nice weekend to everyone and stay safe. Thanks. Bye. Bye. 
 


