DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH CARE FINANCE &
DEPARTMENT ON DISABILITY SERVICES

PUBLIC NOTICE OF WAIVER AMENDMENT

Home and Community-Based Services Waiver for People with Intellectual and
Developmental Disabilities (IDD)

The Director of the Department of Health Care Finance (“DHCEF”), pursuant to the authority set forth
in An Act To enable the District of Columbia to receive Federal financial assistance under Title XIX
of the Social Security Act for a medical assistance program, and for other purposes, approved
December 27, 1967 (81 Stat. 744; D.C. Official Code § 1-307.02), and the Department of Health
Care Finance Establishment Act of 2007, effective February 27, 2008 (D.C. Law 17-109; D.C.
Official Code § 7-771.01 et seq.), and the Director of the Department on Disability Services
(“DDS”), pursuant to authority set forth in Title I of the Department on Disability Services
Establishment Act of 2006, effective March 14, 2007 (D.C. Law 16-264; D.C. Official Code § 7-
761.01 et seq.), hereby give notice of their intent to submit an application for an amendment to the
District of Columbia’s Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS) for People with Intellectual
and Developmental Disabilities (“IDD”) Waiver program to the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services’ Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (“CMS”) for review and approval.

The District is seeking CMS approval of proposed changes to clarify and strengthen the following IDD
Waiver services: (1) assistive technology; (2) behavioral supports; (3) companion services; (4) creative arts
therapies; (5) day habilitation; (6) employment readiness; (7) in-home supports; (8) personal emergency
response system; and (9) remote supports services. Additionally, the following services will be updated to
include telehealth as a modality option: (1) Assistive technology assessment; (2) Behavioral Support
Services; (3) Creative Arts Therapies; (4) Family Training Services; (5) Occupational Therapy Services; (6)
Parenting Support Services; (7) Speech, Hearing, and Language Services; and (8) Wellness Services,
including bereavement counseling, fitness training, nutrition evaluation and counseling, and sexuality
education. Lastly, the District is proposing to add two (2) new services to the IDD Waiver: (1) health
assessment and coordination service; and (2) waiver coverage of certain HCBS in acute care hospitals.
Each new service is described below.

Health Assessment and Coordination

This standalone urgent care telehealth service will provide specific medical advice on when waiver
participants should seek additional or in-person medical treatment via virtual platforms. It also allows the
provision of urgent care telehealth services to people residing in host homes, supported living, and residential
habilitation settings. Participants may receive telehealth services in their homes, which acts as triage, but
does not duplicate Medicaid services covered under the State Plan. In addition, telehealth services provide a
real-time health assessment to determine the best clinical course of action, often avoiding unnecessary
emergency room visits. This service will be provided by a licensed physician and will be available twenty-
four (24) hours a day, seven (7) days a week. This telehealth service includes video assistance examinations,
prescription refills, treatment plans, and coordination of care, and covers the monthly subscription fee for
access to a physician.

State Option to Provide HCBS in Acute Care Hospitals

The District is proposing to add the state option to provide HCBS support in acute care hospitals for the
purpose of supporting IDD participants in acute care hospital or short-term institution stay when the
necessary supports are not available in that setting, or when the person requires those services for



communication, behavioral stabilization, and/or intensive personal care needs, for the following residential
supports and services in the IDD Waiver: (1) residential habilitation; (2) supported living, including persons
receiving supported living staffing only supports in the natural home setting; and (3) in-home supports.

Waitlist Activation for IDD Waiver Participants

If IDD waiver openings are not available because the maximum number of participants is being
served, or sufficient funding is not available, DDA will establish a waiting list for deferred waiver
enrollment. Each eligible person who requests waiver services and support will be reviewed by
DDA. The person’s needs shall be assessed based on a holistic assessment including the DDA
Level of Need Assessment and Screening Tool. In accordance with a uniform set of priority of
needs criteria, described in the DDS Waiting List for HCBS Waivers Procedure, each person will
be identified as having a priority, emergency, urgent, or non-urgent need for waiver services. Based
on the priority ranking and the availability of waiver openings and local funds, the person will
either be placed on the waiting list and informed of their priority status or be enrolled and receive
waiver services. DDS will activate the waitlist on January 1, 2026.

The period for public comment will begin on October 24, 2025, and end on November 24, 2025,
at 12:00 p.m. There are two opportunities for the public to provide comments or other input on
the proposed HCBS IDD Amendment Waiver Application:

First, written comments on the proposed amendment to the HCBS IDD Waiver application shall be
submitted to: Benjamin Ebeigbe, Director, Long Term Care Administration, Department of Health
Care Finance, 441 4th Street, NW, Suite 900S, Washington, D.C. 20001, or via email at
dhcfpubliccomments@dc.gov during the thirty (30) calendar day public comment period, starting
from the date this notice is published in the D.C. Register.

Second DDS will hold a virtual public forum during which written and oral comments on the
proposed IDD Waiver amendment application will be accepted. The virtual public forum will be held
on October 24, 2025, from 12:00 to 1:30 p.m. Scheduling information for the public forum will be
posted on the DDS website at https://dds.dc.gov/page/hcbs-idd-waiver-2025-amendment. Web
conference information will be available on the DDS Website at https//dds.dc.gov/page/hcbs-idd-
waiver-2025-amendment. Individuals can join the public forum by telephone by dialing 1-301-715-
8592 and using the access code 869 2072 4982.

Accommodations for the public forum are available upon request. Please provide your name,
address, telephone number, organizational affiliation and accommodation request, if needed to
Donnise Taylor at (202) 730-1556 or email Donnise.Taylor@dc.gov.

Electronic copies of this notice also will be published on the DDS website at
https://dds.dc.gov/page/hcbs-idd-waiver-2025-amendment.

A summary of all proposed substantive changes in the application amendment, including detailed
information about any substantive changes to rates, and copies of the proposed IDD Waiver
amendment application may be obtained on the DDS website at http://dds.dc.gov/, and is available
upon request from Winslow Woodland, Deputy Director, D.C. Department on Disability Services,
Developmental Disabilities Administration Division, 250 E Street SW, 5th Floor, Washington DC
20024, or by email to winslow.woodland@dc.gov.
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